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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to the amendment file 14 September 2006. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-28 are allowed over the prior art of record. The following is an 
examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Referring to claims 1 and 15, Preston discloses a computer method and system 
for viewing a data dictionary structure, the system comprising a processor comprising: 
a first component configured to retrieve a data dictionary including terms and term 
definitions; a second component configured to determine all lexical nodes of the data 
dictionary based on the terms; a third component configured to parse each term's 
definition; a fourth component configured to determine dependencies of each lexical 
node based on the parsed definitions and terms associated with other determined 
lexical nodes; a fifth component configured to generate a lexical graph based on the 
determined lexical nodes and the determined dependencies; and a display coupled to 
the processor and configured to display at least a portion of the generated lexical graph. 

Referring to claims 1 and 15, Pentheroudakis discloses a data dictionary 
including metadata terms and their definitions and that each lexical node of the data 
dictionary is associated with a metadata term and the term's definition. 

Referring to claims 1 and 15, Bagga discloses retrieving a data dictionary 
including terms and term definitions (pages 3-4, Section 3 - 3.1) and creating a plurality 
of lexical nodes and determining dependencies of each node (page 5-6, Section 3.5.2). 
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Referring to claims 1 and 15, Hayes discloses generate a lexical graph based on 
lexical nodes and their dependencies by constructing a lexical graph that includes word 
nodes and relations among them (WordNet, para. 4, page 108*, para. 4, page 110; page 
112). 

None of these references, taken either alone or in obvious combination, disclose 
all the claimed features of applicant's instant invention, specifically including: creating a 
plurality of lexical nodes of a data dictionary based on the metadata terms within the 
data dictionary, wherein each node is associated with a metadata term and the term's 
definition. 

Also, there is no motivation to combine the references to meet these limitations. 
It is for these reasons that applicant's invention defines over the prior art of record. 

Claims 2-14 and 16-28 depend from claims 1 and 15 respectively and are 
therefore also allowable. 

3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance/' 
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Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sheree N. Brown whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4229. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00 AM - 3:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on (571) 272-1834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

5. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http:/ / pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Examiner Sheree Brown 
AU 2163 

September 21, 2006 




